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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
Form 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases hospitalized or confined to 
quarters and excused from duty for 24 hours or more, except for certain 
cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal disease cases which are 
treated on a duty status, and deaths which occurred before being "admitted" 
to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise all 
traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due to external causes, including 
poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, and 
reactions to medications). All other cases are classified as "disease", 
bearing in mind that under present conditions there would not be any direct 
admissions in the continental lInited States properly classifiable as battle 
casualties. 


Aimissions rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indi- 
cate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur 
over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable and certain other diseasesof special interest. Appended is a list of 
cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 


The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week 
per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an approximation 
to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per 
thousand strength is given in the summary table for the total United States 
and for each of the Service Commands. 


MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on Forms 86ab is 
incomplete, especially in,the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as 25 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 


~ materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 


and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report is a table listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not in- 
frequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. 


ZATION DATA 


Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capa- 
city (normal and total), total beds occupied and beds "available vacant”. 


Unless otherwise specified, normal bed capacity in this report is de- 
fined in Par. 36b (1) and (2) of AR40-1080, 10 December 1943, and Par. 14 WD 
Circular 43, 1 February 1944. This includes the T/0 capacity of non-fixed 
hospitals but excludes convalescent facilities. Total beds include expansion 
beds in addition to normal beds. Beds in dispensaries, convalescent facil- 
ities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units 
are not included in the tabulations for individual stations. 


The number of beds "available vacant" is\defined as 80% of the total 
capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The number of beds "available 
vacant" for each Service Command is the total beds "available vacant" for only 
those stations inwhich 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. 


In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the num- 
ber of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the week (by death, 
return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remain- 
ing inhospital (including convalescent facilities, if any) at the end of the 
week, and corresponding datafor battle casualties. The bed capacity and beds 
occupied inconvalescent facilities are also indicated. The patients "other- 
wise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on account of dis- 
ability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently 
admitted to general hospitals in this country as transfers, there is shown 
for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions 
by transfer less dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a 
whole represents the number of battle .sualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER ht 


In reading the detail tableg,it should be borne in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer cases. 

Where the current week's data for a particular station has not been 


received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING 7 APRIL 1944 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 
As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rate from disease decreased slightly, while the admis-— 


sion rate from injury increased with the result that there was relatively little change in the admission rate 
from all causes. Lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. was responsible for the decline in the admission 
rate from disease. For the week ending 7 April 1944 the admission rate from all causes was reported at 656 per 
year per thousand, and the admission rate from disease was reported at 586 per thousand both being about 30 per- 
cent below the corresponding rates for the week ending 9 April 1943.. 

The admission rate from injury for the week ending 7 April 1944 increased to 70 per thousand. Morbidity 
from injury has been on a relatively low level of about 65 to 70 per thousand since about the middle of January. 


Respiratory Causes: 7 ; 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. continued downward and for: the week ending 7 April 1944 was 
reported at 173 per thousand or about 6 percent under the rate for the preceding week and nearly 45 percent 
lower than for the corresponding week of April 1943. It is noteworthy that morbidity from colds, influenza, 
etc. has since the latter part of January 1944 exhibited a downward trend almost parallel to that recorded in 
1943, but with admission rates in 1944 being about 130 to 140 per thousand lower than in 1943. 

The admission rate from all forms of pneumonia decreased to 13 per thousand or more than 40 percent under 
the rate for the corresponding week of 1943. 


Common Communicable Diseases: 

Lower admission rates were reported for all of the common communicable diseases except rheumatic fever, 
which showed only a slight increase. Morbidity from "new" venereal diseases (excluding EPTS cases) dropped to 
the lowest rate reported thus far in 1944. A.sharp drop was recorded in the number .' new cases of measles. 


VARIATION IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND: 


All Causes: Disease and Injury: 


Slight increases in the admission rates from all causes and from disease were experienced in the Third, 
Seventh, and Eighth Service Commands and the Military District of Washington. Substantial declines in morbidity 
from all causes and from disease were reported by the First, Second, Fifth, and Sixth Service Commands. In the 
Sixth Service Command the lower admission rate from disease was entirely accounted for by lower morbidity from 
respiratory causes. Lower admission rates from respiratory causes were largely responsible for the decline in 
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|morbidity in the First Service Command and partly so in the Fifth Service Comaand. The lower morbidity reported 
by the Second Service Command was apparently associated partly with a movement of trocps into that Service Com- 


4 mand and partly with a sizeable decrease in the number of venereal EPTS cases at Camp Upton. 


The highest morbidity from all causes (809 per thousand) and from disease (744 per thousand) was registered 
|in the Second and Seventh Service Commands which reported practically identical admission rates. The lowest 
| morbidity from all causes (592 per thousand) was reported from the Fourth Service Command; however, the Eighth 
and First Service Commands revistered almost equally low rates. The Highth Service Command continued to ex- 
_ |perience the lowest morbidity from disease, with the Fourth Service Command reporting an admission rate only 
| fractionally hi:her. 


Respiratory Causes: 

The Third, Fourth, and Eighth Service Commands and the Military District of Washington reported substan= 

| tially the same morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. as in the previous week. All of the other service com 

| mands experienced markedly lower admission rates with the largest decreases being reported by the First, Sixth, 


[and Seventh Service Commands. The Sixth Service Command nevertheless continued to show the highest admission 
_ | rate from colds, influenza, etc. (287 per thousand), while the lowest admission rate (128 per thousand) was 


| again reported by the Fourth Service Command. A very sharp decline in morbidity from pneumonia was reported 


s from the Sixth Service Command. Only the Second Service Command reported higher morbidity from pneumonia as 
| compared with the preceding week, 


| Comnon Communicable Diseases: 
eae very sharp drop in morbidity from "new" venereal disease (exvluding EPTS cases) was reported tor the 
‘Third Service Command. A marked increase in morbidity from such venereal disease was recorded in the First 


| Service Command, while the Second Service Command and the ifilitary District of Washington were the only other 


commands to report higher morbidity as compared with the precedins week. During the /eek ending 7 April 1944 
the Second Service Command showed the highest morbidity from these causes (41 per thousand); it should be borne 
in mind that a large proportion of these venereal infections were among task force gat ts not under the direct 
| jurisdiction of the Second Service Command. 

: The decrease in the number of new cases of measles was chiefly accounted for by the markedly lower number 


| of cases being reported from the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands; there were some changes in the incidence of 


new cases of mumps, but the Fourth Service Command continued to account for over 30 percent of the total number 


& of new cases. This Service Command also reported more than 40 percent of the total number of new cases of men- 
| ingitis. The Seventh Service Command accounted for nearly 25 percent of the total number of new cases of scar= 
Liet fever and for over 30 percent of the new cases of rheumatic fever. 
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PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 

The total number of Army patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week decreased to abcut 35 per i 
thousand strength. = 

Since the last week of January 1944 the number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining has fluctuated in the Es 
range from 16,000 to 17,000 and for the week ending 7 April 1944 was reported at 15,940. The number of malaria 
cases under treatment has declined in recent weeks from a high of 2,230 on 25 February to 1,835 on 7 April 1944; 
only 15 of the 1,835 malaria cases presumably were acquired in the United States. The number of tuberculosis 
cases remaining under treatment was reported at 1,068 as of 7 April 1944. 


Be oan Gf aren 


CURRENT HOSPITAL CONDITIONS: : 

The total bed capacity as of 7 April 1944 was reported at about 381,500 or the same as at the end of the 
previous week. The number of beds occupied decreased to 150,500 or 5,000 less than at the end of the preceding es 
week, while the number of “available vacant" beds increased to almost 155,000. Total beds occupied represented “3 
39 percent of total bed capacity. There were 9 stations with bed capacity of about 2,200 having no "available iz 
vacant"* beds; no General Hospitals were included among them. 3 


The number of normal beds decreased by about 2,000 and as of 7 April 1944 was reported at about 294,500 or 
77 percent of the total bed capacity. Included in the normal bed capacity on 7 April 1944 were 10,080 T/O hos— 
pital beds and tentage, mostly in maneuver areas, while the total bed capacity included 10,690 such beds. 


The total bed capacity of General Hospitals, which has shown a steady increase in recent months, was re- se 
ported at about 104,000 as of 7 April 1944. On the same date about 47,000 of these beds (or 45 percent) were oe 


occupied. The "available vacant" beds at’ General Hospitals numbered 36,000 as of 7 April 1944. Normal beds 2 
at General Hospitals have been maintained at a level of about 85,9000 since the beginning of the year. : 


The total bed capacity of Station Hospitals (including the relatively small nu wer of beds in maneuver 
areas mentioned above) has remained practically level since the beginning of the year at about 275,000 beds, 
while the normal beds in these hospitals declined sharply from 250,000 as of 7 January 1944 to 211,000 as of 
7 April 1944. Total beds occupied as of 7 April 1944 numbered 104,000 or about 37 percent of the corresponding 
total bed capacity. Station Hospitals had 119,000 "available vacant" beds as of 7 April 1944, the highest num 
ber yet reported. 


As of 7 April 1944 the bed capacity of convalescent facilities in General Hospitals numbered 9,706 beds of 
which 4,000 beds, or 41 percent, were occupied. 
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1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
1-Barnes G.H., Wash. 


1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft., Md. 
1-Bowie, Cp., Tex. 


MENINGITIS-LYMPHOCYTIC (1) 


l-March Fld., Calif. 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (15) 


l-Walter Reed G.H., D. C. 
1-Carson, Cp., Colo. 
| 1-Cook, Cp., Calif. 
1-Douglas, AAF, Ariz. 
l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
ld-March Fld., Calif. 
2-Minter Field, Calif. 
1-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
2-San Luis Obispo, Cp., 
Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 
}i-Williems Fld., Ariz. 1-Foster G.H., Miss. 
. 1-Grant, Cp., Ill. 
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1-DuPont, Ft., Del. 
1-Totten, Ft., N. Y. 
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FILARIASIS (9) TYPHUS FEVER (1) 


9-Ashburn G.H., Tex. 1-Claiborne, Cp., La. 


TYPHOID FEVER (1) UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


1-Ellington Fld., Tex. 1-Greensboro, BIC, N. C. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) 


1-Claiborne, Cp., La. 


ot 


INTEREST 


INFECTIOUS HEPATITIS (44) 


l-Westover Fld., Mass. 
3-Shanks, Cpe, Ne Yeo 
2-Lee, Cpe, Va. 
1-Richmond, AAF, Va. 
4-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
1-Gordon, Cp., Gae 
l-Hendricks Fld., Fla. 
2-Hunter Fld., Ga. 
5-Keesler Fld., Miss. 
2-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
1-Maxwell Fid., Ala. 
2-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
1-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
1-Knox, Ft., Kye 
2-Patterson Fld., Ohio 
1-Mayo G.He, Tll. 
l-Amarillo, AAF, Tex. 
1-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
1-Goodfellow Fld., Tex. 
2-Kelly Fld., Tex. 
l-Livingston, Cp., La. 
2-New Orleans, PoE, La. 
1-New Orleans, M.P., Lae 
1-Douglas, AAF, Ariz. 
l-Mountain Home, Idaho 
2-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-White, Cp.,\ Ore. 
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LISTING LIMITED TO 
STATIONS REPORTING 
10 OR MORE CASES 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 


72-Breckinridge, Cp., Kye 
36-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
28-Scott Fld., Ill. 
16-Truax Fld., Wise 


GERMAN MEASLES 


19-Aberdeen Prov. Grd., Md. 
17-Bragg, Ft., N. Co 
16-Greensboro, BIC, Ne Ce 
16-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
14-Amarill®, AAF, Tex. 
19-Barkeley, Cp., Texe 
11-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
22-Wolters, Cp., Texe 


27-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
10-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


29~Kilmer, Cres Ne Je 
66-Key Fid., Miss. 
10-San Antonio, Tex. 

Avne Cdt,. Ctr. 
13-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
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FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 3! MARCH 1944 


PRISONERS OF WAR 


During the five week period ending 31 March 1944, 
morbidity from all causes among prisoners of war was 
at the relatively low level of about 500 admissions 
per year per thousand strength or about 70 percent of 
that for U.S. troops in the Continental United States 
during the same period. Morbidity from all diseases 
combined during March was slightly less than 425 per 
thousand strength, while the admission rate for in- 
jury was about 80 per thousand. The March admission 
rates from all causes and from a’i diseases combined 
among prisoners of war were only abcut 2 percent 
higher than those recorde. in February. The March 
admission rate for injury remained on substantially 
the same level as during the previous two months and 
was about 25 percent higher than the corresponding 
rate for U.S. troops in this country. 


The disease admission rate among German prisoners 
was about 15 percent higher than among Italian 
prisoners, while morbidity from injuries for Germans 
was about 2% times as high as for Italians, who con- 
tinued to experience very low morbidity from this 
cause (about 35 per thousand). The relatively small 
strength of the Japanese prisoners of war makes sig- 
nificant comparisons based on a single month's data 
impossible. However, for the first three months of 
1944, morbidity from all causes among the Japanese 

as about 450 per thousand or 15 percent lower than 
for other prisoners of war. 


Morbidity from colds, influenza etc. among 
prisoners of war decreased for the third successive 
month to the very low figure of 77 per thousand for 
March, as contrasted with rates of 93 and 182 per 
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thousand for February and January respectively. The 
March rate compares most favorably with the lowest 
seasonal rates experienced by U.S. troops during the 
summer months and is far below the present experience 
of our troops in this country (about 225 per thousand) 
Morbidity from colds, influenza etc. was appreciably 
higher for Italians than for Germans, the admission 
rates being 118 and 61 per thousand respectively. . 
Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia was likewise at | 
the very low level of about 3 per year per thousand 
strength or only about 20 percent of the correspond 
rate for U.S. troops in this country. 


In March, for the first time on record, there 
were no new cases of diphtheria reported among 
prisoners of war, while the number of new cases of E 
jaundice continued at the same relatively low level ag 
prevailed in February. On the other hand, the current 
month's morbidity from malaria (representing almost | 
entirely cases presumably acquired outside of the 
United States) represented a rise for the third con— 
secutive month to a rate of 81 per thousand, the 
highest thus far recorded. Morbidity from malaria was 
at about the same rate for Italian prisoners as for 
Germans. Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery rose 
slightly but nonetheless remained relatively low, at 
a rate of about 7 per thousand. Two camps (Camp Davis 
N.C. and Huntsville, Texas) had sizeable outbreaks of 
bacterial food poisoning; this cause accounted in 
March for admissions at the rate of about 15 per thou 
sand for all camps combined. Only small numbers of 
cases were reported for the other causes of admission 
considered in the following pages. 
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FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 3! MARCH 1944 : 

= 

PRISONERS OF WAR (CONT’D) 3 

The camps reporting the highest morbidity from Sidnaw, Mich. (G), and Fort Lewis, Wash. (G) all of = 
disease were Camp Davis, N. C. (G), Pine Grove which had rates of over 400 per thousand in March. = 
Furnace, Pa. (G), Fort Jay, N.Y. (I) and Camp Pickett = 
Va. (G), all of which had rates of more than 2000 per The numbers of prisoners of war remaining under Z 
thousand. High morbidity at these camps was due res- treatment in hospitals at prisoners of war camps as of | 
pectively to bacterial food poisoning at Camp Davis, 31 March 1944 and the corresponding rates per thousand | — 
colds and influenza at Pine Grove Furnace, and ma- strength are shown below. The numbers of prisoner a 
laria at Camp Pickett. Certain camps continued to patients at the end of the current month were almost = 
have high admission rates for injury: namely, Clinton exactly the same as at the end of February, although ] 
Miss, (G) and Camp Gruber, C«la. (G) both of which there were somewhat more Germans arid correspondingly : 
had rates of more than 300 per thousand in January, fewer Italians. In addition to the prisoners of war 3 
February, and March. In addition high rates of ad- remaining under treatment in hospitals in the prisoner | _ 
mission from injury were reported by the following of war camps as shown below, there were 665 remaining : 
camps, Camp Davis, N.C. (G), Camp Shelby, Miss. (G), under treatment in other hospitals; of these 601 were : 
in General Hospitals. = 

Prisoner Patients = 
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